
	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

President’s Report
                           Another exciting season of 

tennis at the Richmond 
Hill Lawn Tennis Club is 
just a few shovels away.  
I ’ m s u r e w e a r e a l l 
l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o 
playing outdoors again in 
the warm fresh air under 
the sunny blue skies.

New for 2015  

We w i l l b e i n t ro d u c i n g s o m e n ew 
programs th i s season . These inc lude 
revamping our Monday n ight soc ia l s , 
introducing a new kids and adult lesson 
program focused on deve lopment o f 
specific skills including tennis strategies. 
We are considering the creation of a “Fast 
4 League” on Saturday mornings for early 
bird players and a Friday morning social 
for those who want to come out, socialize 
and play a friendly game of tennis.  

2014 Members Survey 

The Club recently surveyed members in 
order to gain better insight and provide 
feedback on how we can improve the Club.   
If you would like to see the full survey 
results, you can visit our website or read 
an abridged version in a Q&A format on 
page 2. 

New Members 

The Club offers a wide variety of programs 
for all ages and skill levels.  Although we 
are known for our organized programs, we 
do also allot limited court time for casual 
play. We have posted our 2015 court 
schedule on our website.  To ensure fair 
access to the courts, the Club uses a tag 
board system.  All members will receive a 
personalized 2015 RHLTC sticker for their 
tag.  When you visit the Club, simply place 
your tag on the tagboard and follow the 
r u l e s o f p l a y w h i c h a r e a l s o 
posted..Returning members, please make 
sure you keep your tag from last year.  You 
will be given a new 2015 sticker which 
must be placed on your existing tag.

Town Update 
As we noted in last year’s update, the Town 
of Richmond Hill has approved funding to 
determine the feasibility of building an 

indoor tennis facility. We will keep you 
posted on developments and we wil l 
cont inue to work with the Town to 
represent the not for profit tennis playing 
community in Richmond Hill.  

Intercounty 

We wi l l be running tr youts for our 
competitive teams at the end of April. The 
Mixed, Ladies and Over 55 league tryouts 
will be held on the same day. If you are 
looking to play competitive doubles tennis, 
you can find more information on our 
website but be sure to register online and 
we will keep you updated. New for 2015, 
the Intercounty Tennis Association (ICTA) 
has updated the rules of play for the Mixed 
league, we will make sure all captains and 
players receive a copy of the rules.

House League 

House League continues to be extremely 
popular and we continue to quickly reach 
capacity well before tryouts. As such, we 
are look ing a t ways to expand the 
program. In the meantime, we will be 
implementing a new structure which we 
hope wi l l provide players with more 
consistent playing time.

2014 Presidents Award  

As voted on by members , the 2014 
Presidents Award for Sportsmanship was 
g iven to Mark Foon. Mark ’s pos i t ive 
attitude, sportsmanship and dedication 
epitomize the criteria used to determine 
the award winner.  Congratulations Mark!

I would again like to personally thank our 
Board, and all the dedicated volunteers 
who commit their time to making RHLTC 
the best community tennis Club in York 
Region. I would also like to encourage all 
members to do their part to lighten the 
load by contributing whatever skills and 
t i m e t h e y c a n t o c r e a t e a n o t h e r 
outstanding 2015 season of tennis.

I look forward to seeing you on the 
courts!

Michael Bowcott
President 
Richmond Hill Lawn Tennis Club
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Results from the 2014 Member’s Survey 

A:  Our House League program is at capacity 
which makes it challenging to secure adequate 
court time to maximize playing time for all 
players.   As a result, we have to either limit team 
size or expand our program to additional  nights.   
We will continue our efforts to secure another 
public court from the Town as well as 
considering opening up another night to play 
either Friday, Saturday or Sunday.  We did try 
Sunday nights in the past but that did not work 
for many players. 

 In order to address fair play and proper ranking, 
we will be making changes for the 2015 season.  
First, we will put in place a system that will 
designate the lowest court a player can be 
placed on.  Secondly, more emphasis will be 
placed on players to accurately provide their 
availability prior to the season starting and giving 
ample notice for changes.  

This past year, we chose to run with larger 
teams and were counting on our captains to 
fairly allocate playing time.  For the most part, 
that did occur but in some cases, it could have 
been managed better and as a result, we will 
monitor individual playing time more diligently 
during the 2015 season.  

Court Availability 

Q:  Finding court time for casual play is difficult. 
There is too much emphasis on competitive play 
such as Intercounty and House League.  The kids 
lessons and Intercounty on weekdays does not 
leave much general court time for members. 

A:  Over 70% of the Club’s members join for the 
specific purpose of playing in the Intercounty or 
House League Programs.  Because we are limited 
by the number of courts at RHLTC, and 
considering the numerous non-program court 
availability in the Town of Richmond Hill, we have 
made a deliberate choice to designate our Club 
as a program facility primarily. 

                
We have allocated limited court time for general 
member hours using our tag board system.  In 
addition, we are also required by the Town to 
make courts 5 and 6 available for public usage 
for selected hours each day.  Check the schedule 
that is posted at the beginning of the season 
prior to registering to avoid disappointment and 
familiarize yourself with tag board rules to 
maximize your member privileges.  

Over 55 League 
Q:   Why do the Over 55 teams have to play 
their games away at other Clubs or on other 
public courts.  We paid to play at our Club. 
A:  In the past, we only facilitated one Over 55 
team based on the fact that a high percentage of 
them were already playing on other teams and 
they made up a small number of overall Club 
members.  When we were approached to 
consider sponsoring a second Over 55 team, we 
approved this request making it clear to the 
captains that we would not have courts available 
for both teams in July and August and that they 
would have to work together to move their July/
August Home matches to May/June if possible or 
use public courts.  Both teams agreed. 

Kids Lessons/Leagues 
Q: The Club does not provide lessons or 
programs for our kids to develop.  There are 
limited spots available to play Jr.  Intercounty and 
only the best kids get to play.

A: We are introducing new lesson packages for 
junior members. We are considering withdrawing 
from the ICTA Jr. IC league and replacing it with 
an inter-club league to be played on Saturday 
mornings or evenings.

For more information, please visit the Clubs 
website for more information on court 
availability, leagues and lessons.

After completing a survey of our membership, we received some great feedback. We thought it would 
be helpful to share the results while at the same time clarifying and addressing some of your 
questions.

Social Night 
Q:  On social nights, the courts are very busy 
and the rotations and playing time are not 
distributed fairly. Some players play more than 
others and only with players they choose to play 
with. 
A:  We are going to review the Monday Social 
Night format to ensure players are given equal 
opportunity to play. Playing time will be limited 
to either 20 or 30 minutes depending on 
attendance levels.  In order to ensure all players 
enjoy their experience, we will continue to 
attempt to match skill levels but offering fair play 
to all.

InterCounty 
Q:  The team selection process is not fair and 
does not allow for players to advance to higher 
levels of play.  Attending tryouts is a waste of 
time because teams are already picked.  Playing 
time was not what was expected throughout 
the season.
A:  RHLTC is fortunate to have many skilled 
players at all levels and we know we have 
players that could play at higher levels if spots 
were available.   We will be encouraging our 
captains to promote and demote players based 
on current skill levels.  We encourage all line 
one players especially to sub up to the higher 
level to gain experience and then approach the 
Club Captain to request consideration for 
advancement.  We are going to make sure all 
captains clearly indicate expected playing time 
to all players before committing to players to 
allow the players the choice of accepting or 
remaining at their current level.  At the inter 
county level, players should expect that captains 
will field their best players available.

House League 
Q:  I really enjoyed House League but I was not 
given fair playing time. I was always playing with 
against stronger players. Player ranking is a good 
idea but you need to monitor and change 
rankings as needed. The stronger players seem 
to get most of the playing time?



	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Mixed April Time
Majors & A April 18 & 25 10:00 - 11:30 AM 

B April 18 & 25 11:30 - 1:00 PM
C April 18 & 25 1:00 - 2:30 PM

Mixed Rain Dates April 19 & 26 See Website
Ladies*

Majors & A April 18 & 25 1:00 -2:30 AM
B & C April 18 & 25 1:00 - 2:30 PM

Rain Dates April 19 & 26
Over 55* April 18 & 25 1:00 - 2:30 PM

Jr. IC Boys & Girls April 19 & 26 2:30 - 4:30 PM

InterCounty - John Abate 

Competitive InterCounty league is played on the following 
days.  An additional team fee of $15 is applicable and is payable 
to your team captain prior to your first league match.

Mixed Majors Tuesday 7:00 PM
Mixed A Thursday 7:00 PM
Mixed B Tuesday 7:00 PM
Mixed C Thursday 7:00 PM

Ladies Majors, A, B Wednesday  9:30 am
Ladies C Thursday  9:30 am
Over 55 Thursday  9:30 am
Jr. IC Saturday 10:00 am

InterCounty Tryout Dates
(Sign-up online and check the website for updates)

 

House League - Leon Drotenko 

Singles League / Ladder   

House League consists of 6 teams. There are three matches 
every Wednesday night on a rotational basis that begin at 6:30, 
8:00 and 9:30 pm. If you sign up for House League, you are 
expected to play when scheduled.  Zero tolerance policy 
for “No Shows”. 

• All NEW players must attend tryouts
• Minimum NTRP rating of 3 or higher. 
• League is capped at 120 players on a first come first 

serve basis
• House League is open to all members; however, 

priority is given to all non-InterCounty players. 
• Court restrictions may apply based on skill level
• Team fee of $15 applies

House League Tryout Dates 

Wednesday        April  29    7 - 9 PM   
Monday             May 4        7 - 9 PM 

To register for tryouts or for additional information, please 
visit the website. League play begins May 13, 2015.

Kids and Adult Lessons/Leagues 
The benefits of learning and playing tennis can last a lifetime 
and we are 100% committed to introducing the game to more 
kids and adults. We will be holding junior assessment day on 
April 18 & 25, If you are interested in lessons and league play, 
sign-up now. 

Adults can enrol in lessons and put your new found skills to 
work by joining us on Monday nights for our very popular 
social. On select Monday nights, we offer free lessons on court 
four with one of our Pro’s, To find out which nights the Pro is 
on court, visit the online calendar located on the Club’s 
website.  

For more information, please visit our lessons page on the 
website and be sure to take advantage of our early-bird special 

Social nights are always fun times at the RHLTC. Join us on 
Monday nights for a friendly round of  tennis. Place your tag on 
the board when you arrive and we will match you up with 
players of similar skill levels. Don’t forget to check our online 
calendar to find out when we will be holding free lessons.   

We will also be holding several theme events throughout the 
season. Check the website for more information and please, 
do not hesitate to send us your own creative ideas for these 
events.  
 

Social Nights  

Junior Tennis 

The Club is introducing a new lesson program for children and 
adults. It will feature a high quality program including fitness, 
tennis strategies and personal instruction opportunities. Class 
size is limited in order to enhance the learning experience. 
Sign up before April 15th and take advantage of our early bird 
pricing.

Our junior Boy’s and Girl’s league will be holding assessment/
tryouts on Saturday April 18 & 25th, 2:30 - 4:30pm.  Register 
online to attend and visit the Club’s website for more 
information. 

Casey Curtis - High Performance

We look forward to having top rated high performance coach 
Casey Curtis back for the summer. Casey has a proven track 
record that speaks for itself.  Casey’s program is targeted to 
Intermediate and advanced junior players.  Please visit our 
website for more information. See Lessons Tab

The RHLTC Singles League will run on Sunday evenings. 
RHLTC is one of the only Clubs offering members the 
opportunity to play in an organized competitive singles 
league. If you are unable to commit weekly, check out our 
popular singles ladder.  

Singles League Tryouts
Saturday April 18 - 2:00 - 4:00 PM
Saturday April 25 - 2:00 - 4:00 PM

  
Additional information on the format and fees can be 
obtained by visiting our  www.RHLTC.ca.  

*All tryouts will be held at the Club unless otherwise notified. 
Register online and we will email updates.  All are welcome!

http://www.rhltc.ca/
http://www.rhltc.ca/


	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Our Mission Statement

 The Richmond Hill Lawn Tennis Club is dedicated to making organized tennis available to community members 
of all ages and skill levels.  Enjoyment of the game of tennis is enhanced through skilled coaching, recreation, 
and competitive play in a social atmosphere of friendship, encouragement, and respect.  We are committed to 
enriching the lives of our community year round through the game of tennis.

Visit us at www.rhltc.ca
905-737-2491 (operational after May 1st)

Don’t miss our most popular tennis fair/clinic run by the 
Ontario Tennis Association. The clinics give you the 
opportunity to experience a unique variety of drills and games 
and the chance to win prizes and test the latest in racquet 
technology from Wilson. Sign up online to assure your spot. 
Cost is only $10.

The Club is in need of your services. We are looking for 
volunteers to commit just a few hours of their time on one or 
more of our club crews.  See the jobs link on the website.

✦Courts Crew 
✦Garden Crew 
✦Social Crew
✦House League Captains

  Looking for a great summer job? We are hiring.

We are looking to hire Club monitors for the 2015 season.  You should have a tennis background (not 
mandatory), be computer literate, internet enabled and possess good interpersonal skills.  Send your resume  
to president@rhltc.ca

RHLTC Fair
Monday June 15, 2015
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Volunteers

2015 Membership FeesTournament Dates
(sign-up online)

Category Fee
After May 2, 

2015

Adult $95.00 $105.00

Family $230.00 $250.00

Junior $35.00 $35.00

Intermediate $50.00 $50.00

Senior $70.00 $80.00
A Non Resident Surcharge of $10 per person applies 

Tournament Date
Over 50’s Singles June 26-27

Men’s & Ladies Singles July 23-25

Mixed Doubles Aug 21-23

Men’s & Ladies Doubles Sept 11-13

Team Tennis TBD

RHLTC Open Sept 18-20

mailto:president@rhltc.ca
mailto:president@rhltc.ca
http://www.rhltc.ca
http://www.rhltc.ca

